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Citrus Fruits

'

speak of the sweet orange as cultivated in Spain in the
sixteenth century. At a very early date the Portuguese
carried the orange to Brazil, where it ran wild as it did in
Florida. From Brazil the orange spread southward into
Paraguay, part of Uruguay, and northern Argentina
where large areas are now covered with a natural growth
of wild sweet orange trees.
CLASSIFICATION
The genus Citrus belongs to the family Rutacece and rep-
resents the highest development within the family. There
are no species of citrus native to either North or South
America. A relative is the prickly ash or "toothache
tree/' Xanthoxylum americanum, of the southeastern
United States.
No two systematic botanists appear to be agreed as to
the proper classification of the many different species.
This is probably due to the fact that several of the species
hybridize readily and it is very difficult to determine
which of the forms are of hybrid origin. The writer makes
no pretense to having solved this perplexing problem by
independent botanical research. He has simply studied
the different schemes proposed and from them arranged a
practicable, working classification for the use of students,
fruit-growers, and others who desire a simple bird's-eye
view of the ten species in which they are chiefly interested.
Persons particularly interested in citrus botany are
referred to Hume, " Citrus Fruits and their Culture ";
to Bonavia, " Oranges and Lemons of India "; and to
Swingle, "Citrus" in "Bailey's Standard Cyclopedia of
American Horticulture."